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“You cannot teach anybody anything.
You can only help them discover it
within themselves.”

Galileo

| YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY

Dedication to math adds up to success

Douglas Faires is the driving
force behind an effort to
enhance math education.

By HAROLD GWIN
VINDICATOR EDUCATION WRITER

YOUNGSTOWN —
For the past two
years, mathemat-
ics students at
Youngstown State
University  re-
ceived a record-
setting five awards
for “outstanding
presentations” at
the national Math-
Fest competition.

That's the an-
nual meeting of the Mathematics
Association of America and Pi Mu
Epsilon, the -honorary national

mathematics society.

Before YSU reached the unprece-
dented achievement of five awards
for the first time in 2005, no college
participating in the event had ever
won more than three awards at a
single meeting.

It's that level of excellence in
mathematics that Dr. Douglas Faires
wants to see maintained, and he's
putting up a substantial amount of
money to see that it is.

Math center

The retired professor of mathe-
matics and statistics at YSU ( he tech-
nicallgeretired in July) is the driving
force behind the creation of The Cen-
ter for Undergraduate Research in
Mathematics at the university.

The YSU Board of Trustees made it
official earlier this month, voting to
establish the center in recognition of
the Department of Mathematics and

Statistics' successful approach to ed-
ucation,

“It’s been an idea of mine for a long
time," Faires said.

He wants ¥5SU students to be able
to continue competing in programs for
national awards and to get exposure
beyond just the Mahoning Valley.

Many local YSU students are prod-
ucts of local high schools, and they
don't often get the opportunity to get
out and find out how good they are
on the national and international
scenes, Faires said.

They do extremecliy well in those
competitions, he said, adding that he
would like to continue getting them
out of Youngstown to perform on a
bigger stage. and then get them back
to live and work here.

To maintain that effort will re-
quire a means to support it, Faires
said, explaining the ¢ Eug,- behind
The Center for Undergraduate Re-

search in Mathematics.

Financial help

Faires has been very philanthrop-
ic to Youngstown 5State University,
said Paul McFadden, YSU chief de-
velopment officer.

Faires is the author of a number of
math textbooks, and proceeds from
his work, to the tune of more than
$100,000, have been given to the
university, McFadden said.

That monEﬂ will help endow the
math research center which, in ad-
dition to helping students get to re-
gional, national and international
competitions, will also provide funds
for student and faculty enrichment
and perhaps a mathematics sympo-
sium, McFadden said.

The ﬁual is to create an excellence
in mathematics that goes beyond the
classroom, he said.

Faires has been the principal in-
vestor in the project, but many of his

former students are sending contri-
butions of their own after finding out
about the program, McFadden said.
To date, funding has reached about
$120,000, and more has been
pledged, he said.

Faires, a 1963 graduate of Y5U, said
he initially came to the university be-
cause it was a convenient place to get
a college education,

When he completed his under-
graduate degree and left Youngs-
town to attend graduate school and
then earn his doctorate, he found he
had been very well prepared to con-
tinue his education.

He came back to YSU as an assis-
tant professor in 1969 and stayed.

Faires has been a “deeply passion-
ate” faculty member who wants to see
the students in math and statistics
continue to do well, McFadden said.
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